
MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, March 16, 2025, 10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday in Lent
Reception of New Members

Welcome and Greeting - Pastor Mark

Prelude:   "Lord, I Want to Be a Christian" (American Folk Hymn, arr. Cindy Berry - DeeAnn

Opening Sentences - Gretta

Hymn 324:  "Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore" - DeeAnn et al. 

Opening Prayer - Gretta

Anthem:  "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" (Isaac Watts, arr. John T. Burke) -  Barb/DeeAnn/Choir

Receiving New Members:  Margery, Glenn, Carol, Aubree, Katie, Nate, Amy - Pastor Mark

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts - Pastor Mark and Betty
Doxology (Hymn 563) - DeeAnn 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) - Pastor Mark

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 - Rachel
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield;
your reward shall be very great.’  But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’  And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so
a slave born in my house is to be my heir.’  But the word of the Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be your
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’  He brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’  Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants
be.’  And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  Then he said to him, ‘I am
the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.’  But he said, ‘O Lord
God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?’  He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three years old, a female
goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.’  He brought him all these and
cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two.  And when birds of
prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.  As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell
upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.  When the sun had gone down and it
was dark, a smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.  On that day the Lord made
a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river,
the river Euphrates.

Sermon:  "DEALING WITH DIFFICULT TEXTS" - Pastor Mark

Hymn 294:  "God Binds Us With a Mighty Cord" - DeeAnn et al.

Benediction - Pastor Mark

Benediction Response Hymn 294 (v. 2):  "God Binds Us With a Mighty Cord" - DeeAnn et al. 

In trying times, God’s steadfast light shines on a world in need, and leads all people to unite, with healing words
and deeds.  We yearn to feel the Spirit then, find God in tragedy; thus, strangers transform into friends, in holy
unity.

Greet One Another - All

Participants:  Pastor Mark & DeeAnn McCormick, Barb Fuller, Gretta Delaney, Rachel Gehres, Betty Briggs, Chancel Choir



 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 
 
Minister: Seeking membership in this church, do you accept the religion of love 

and service that Jesus taught and lived; to love God and to love your 
neighbor as yourself; to make the spirit of Christ dominant in your 
relationships, also recognizing that we all are human; we make 
mistakes and sometimes we need to be forgiven and to offer 
forgiveness; do you therefore covenant together with all the members 
and friends of Mayflower Church to prayerfully promote harmony, 
faithfulness, and unconditional love, accepting a share in its 
privileges and duties, insofar as you are able, God being your helper? 

 
  (Those joining will respond:  "I do".) 
 
 

Mayflower's Response: (The congregation is invited to rise, and read in unison.) 
 

We rejoice with you and joyfully receive you into membership and fellowship.  
We pledge our Christian love as you have promised us.  We humbly pray to 
God that both you and we may be true to this covenant forever, through Jesus 
the Christ.  Amen. 
 
 

Mayflower Church Covenant 
 

We are a Christian church on a journey of worship, sacrament, fellowship, and 
service to God and our neighbors, both within our community and beyond.  
As God has made covenant with us, we covenant to love, care, and support 
one another, and to be prayerfully present with each other as we navigate the 
challenges of life.  We celebrate diversity with the unique perspectives, 
backgrounds, and gifts each individual brings to our community.  We seek to 
provide a safe space for questions, doubts, and exploration, encouraging 
lifelong quests of learning, growing, and deepening our understanding of 
scripture and the love of God.  We pursue open and honest communication 
with respect for personal conscience.  We commit ourselves to be faithful 
stewards of our time, talents, and treasures, to further the work of God’s 
kingdom on earth.  We affirm this covenant with open hearts and minds, 
trusting in the grace of God and the love of Christ. 










